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fl,y Josef Cardinal Mindtzenly 
-4* Told to •Father Josef Vecte^ 

Cardinal Mindszenti toli this story 
Father Vecsey in xetieral long conüargg^-] 
' tions. The paraoraphs in paraniheses are 
connective, explanatory or dejcriptice 
passages added by Father Vcctfít- 

T HERE was a tank Jn front tu us lead- 
ing the way and another beblnd us. 

. The weather waa fair and I rode In the 
open front of a troop carricr. Every- 
where along the way the pcople. had 
heard we were Corning and had run to 
kneel or stand by the roadslde and wave 
flags at me that I ahould bléss thcm. Sev- 
eral tlmes we stopped and í shook hands 
wilh people I had nőt seén fór cfght 
years and blessed thcm all. 

The Hungárián aoldiets' whö were drlv- 
Ing me, the odteers apd 'enlfstfd nien 
allke, were íuŰ of hope and enthusiasm. 

In the eariy mornlng, béíore dawn when 
we started our journey frora their bar- 
racka at Retsag, I couldn’t help smilfng 
at them, léastrig the'm a lfttle. “Well, my 
children/’ I had aske.d theni, <, what guar- 
antee can you give me that yöu will take 
me to. Budapest, that we will reach Buda 
safeíy?" 

At this the young soldiers. grewvtry 
serious. “Nothing bút oúr lIveí; H ' 

These were the same soídiérs who hac! 
lakén me frora the Castle at Jelsopeteny 
( where I was a prlsoner of the Bolsheviks 
and who had broüght mc the nlght bc- 
J főre to their barracks in Retsag. 

We had arrived .at tlie barracks in the 
•laté afternoon of Oct. 30 and decided 
then to wait until morning .before driv- 
ing about 80 kllométers to Budapest. The 
lanks could nőt go very. fást and the 


rpHE Réti. Josef Vecsey, to tokom 
,« ,, X Cardinal Mindszenty told hit story, 
was bont in a Hungárián viliágé less 
than fivt milet from the Cardinal' z 
home at. Cseh- 
mindszent. The 
families were 
előtt friends. 

From the ■ age 
of 10, Father 
Vecsey was a 
freguent visitor 
at the Cardi- 
nal’* home. 

•N ou> 43, Fa- 
ther Vecsey says 
that it was 
largely the Cár- 
dinal’s influence 

which. decided Father Vecsey 
him fo becorne a j/riest. After Father 
VccSey’s own parents dted, the Cardi- 
nal, then a young priest, would ofteii 
visit his home and ect at spiritual ad- 
viser to the younger mán. 

Father Vecsey stydied at the sémi- 
nary at Budapest, was ordained in 1.938 
and remaived in Budapest another 
year to laké his dociorate in Iheology. 
Then, <ts the Cardinal's.prolege, he was 
assigned as curate to the parish where 
the Cardinal was p ostor, 

■After the Cardinal was jailed in 1948, 
Father Vicsey ceted fór his mother,. 



Mrt, Pehfit., Ht alsó béggé d the gov- 
emment fór permission fór her to 
ciiit her són. When that permission 
was finally granted, he aecompanied 
he mother on mány of ‘her trips to 
he príson, although, he himself wás nőt 
ermitted ,tb Ki the Cardinal. 

Then tht 4heological seminary whert 
t was teaching was disbanded by the 
ommunistt. Because of his assocta- 
ion with the Cardinal, he found thnt 
•e was markéi fór árrést. In 1652 he 
'ad Hungary. 4 

Fór two yeart, then, he studied in, 
Törne. In 1034 he bee eme religious^ 
advlser to the’ Hungárián dtsk of Raditf 
Free Europe of Munich. Jn F.ebruary, 
1958, he went-io Vienna io .begin’d 
kompilation of the sermons and torit- 
ings of Cárdtnal MindsteHty. 

When 'the revolútton brokt out, he 
ment to Hungary. “My feeling was 
that the exile had ended,“ he said. At 
tfxe bárdinál’* íresidence in Budapest, 
he was receivtd with open arms. Fór 
the nett t\ho Adyt, he never lejt the 
Cardinal’s side exc.ept to tleep. The 
Cardinal .told him the story of his 
árrést and imprwcmment. 

When the revolution appeare d 
doamed, Father Vecsey was obliged to 
retum to the free World. He took with 
him Juli written authorizatign to teli 
his story. 


soldiers believed that tor safety I ahould 
have their escort all the way lhto the 
city because there was atill much shoot- 
ing in the country. I paid a short visit to 
the pastor of the town and then went 
back to the barracks where the soldiers 
w.ere fixing dinner. 

The soldiers asked me lf It was tru# 
that I had been slck and had been dared 
fór in a convalcscent home. I told them 


• that Rákosi (deposed Communist boss of 
Hungary) h?uj started these rumors and, 
fór the first time in connection with me, 
he had told even a hali truth. It was true 
that I had been very slck bút nőt one 
word was true about the convalesccnt 
home. 

A* we talked, ths news of my libera- 
Hon reached the neighboring villages 
and hundreds of pcople came to the bar- 
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